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C) JRRU Joint Research Reports Unit (up to 30 Staff based in Room-388, works closely with the JIC 
in the Cabinet Office). 


F) SUSLO - Office of the Senior US Liaison Officer ( Room-452, on fourth floor above main CIA 
Offices, NSA Liaison with GCHQ, includes some CIA Staff) 


The CIA’s Covert Operations Office (codenamed LCPIPPIT 

The US Visa Branch was used as cover for operating from 55/56 Upper Brook Street, W1A 2JB. 
GCHQ has operated SIGINT 

Largest US SIGINT facility in the world 

LOCE 


( USEUCOM 


GERMANY. 


Bad Salzuflen, near Bielefeld, West Germany, Main SIS Station, 1948 (cover as Political Office of 
BCCG, staff often posted as members of the Intelligence Division of the BCCG) 


(BCCG -British Control Commission for Germany, Norfolk House, St James's Square, London SW1) 


British Consulate, Dusseldorf SIS outstation, 1948 


Bonn Embassy, 1955 


Lancaster House, Fehrbelliner-Platz, Berlin SIS HQ 1946 


Olympic Stadium Buildings, 1946. later HQ SIS Station Berlin. 


CYPRUS. 


BMEO(British Middle East Office) Co-Ordination Division(SIS cover name) moved from Egypt 1954. 


Athalassa, SIS Covert Propaganda Radio Station with underground CC(BMEO) 


POMEF(Political Office of Middle East Forces) replaced BMEO as SIS cover in mid 1950's. 


MALTA 


Fort Bin Jema 


FAR EAST. Singapore Phoenix Park HQ in 1946 under Controller Far East with outstations in 
Canberra; Rangoon; Kuala Lumpur; Hong Kong; Tokyo; Bangkok and later Vientiane and Hanoi. 
Personnel regularly posted to diplomatic missions elsewhere, and Stations later added in Beijing; 
Manila and Seoul among others. Pre War there had only been important Stations in Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Shanghai. 


MIDDLE EAST. Cairo HQ (Combined Research & Planning Office or CRPO, replaced wartime ISLD 
(Cairo) in 1946) used BMEO as cover and under Controller ME & A. Had outstations in Beirut (later 
Main Station after political changes in Egyptian in 1954-55); Baghdad; Basra; Tehran; Amman; Port 
Said; Damascus and later Tripoli; Jeddah and Muscat. Liaison with MI5 & IC in Aden and personnel 
regularly posted to diplomatic missions elsewhere. Tel Aviv Station run by CWH or direct from 
London. Pre War Stations were limited to Athens, Jerusalem, Istanbul and Cairo. 


The major SIS Stations were in Washington DC; Paris; Bonn and Rome. While SIS Stations were also 
operational in Embassies and Missions in most of the Capitals and many of the major cities 
throughout Europe and in selected Embassies in Latin America and Africa. In Colonial and later 
Commonwealth nations SIS either operated jointly with MI5 DSLO's or directly liaised with the 
National Intelligence Service. Before 1939 SIS had a large New York Station in the Cunard Building on 
Wall Street, this became the British Security Coordination (BSC) in May 1940 under Sir William 
Stevenson and effectively the main liaison between the entire British and American Intelligence and 
Security communities in World War Two. Later moving to much more substantial Headquarters in 
the Rockefeller Centre 


IRD Information Research Department — closely linked to SIS 


FO/SIS propaganda and disinformation organization, and often used as a cover for SIS 'Black 
operations’. Represented at SIS-CIA liaison meetings. Established in 1947 to carry on the work of the 
wartime PWE (Political Warfare Executive) from offices in Carlton House Terrace, it was to be based 
at Riverwalk House, 157-166 Millbank, London SW1P 4RR from the mid 1950's. Abolished in 1977 
and replaced by the OID (Overseas Information Department), under J. N. Allan, little changed 
however as the first Director of OID was the SIS Officer James Allen. OID was to be finally absorbed 
into FCO's Information Department in 1981. 


The IRD used Media and 'Academic' fronts, often with the CIA, such as Encounter Magazine(1953, 
exposed as CIA front 1967), Forum World Features(1965), ISC (Institute for the Study of Conflict 
1970, formed to run some operations that IRD was was now not allowed to), Ampersand Ltd (IRD 
Publishing), ANA , China News Summary (CNS), Background Books series(Phoenix House, after 1960 
Bodley Head), NAFEN Ltd, Africa Features Services (AFS 1971), INRAR(International News Rights and 
Royalties, set up in 1963 to take over Britanova assets) among many others. 


Many well known Authors and Writers were involved with IRD including Brian Crozier (SIS, Forum, 
ISC), Robert Moss (ISC), David Floyd (DT),Tom Little (ANA), Charles Douglas Home (Times Editor), 
Paul Wilkinson (ISC), Nigel Clive (ISC,IRD,SIS), Robert Conquest, Alan Hare (INRAR), Michael Goodwin 
(Ampersand, then ISC), Kenneth Benton (IRD, ISC) 


Directors of IRD included 


Christopher Mayhew 1947-49 


Sir Ralph Murray 1949-51 


Sir John Peck 1951-53 


John Rennie 1953-58 


Christopher Barclay 1962-67 


Nigel Clive 1967-70 


Kenneth Crook 1970-72 


Thomas Barker 1972-76 


Ray Whitney 1976-77 


MI6 (SIS) 'front' companies have included 


London Films (Alexander Korda -1930's). 


Marshall's Travel purchased in 1947. 


CASURO Travel Company front (anti-IRA scam 1960's). 


Butterworths & Co/Butterworth-Springer Ltd (set up by SIS, Hugh Quennell a Director). 


Rally Films(set up as cover for SIS Yemen Operations, part of David Stirlings TIE-Television 
International Enterprises, 


HQ 21 Sloane Street(next door to SIS 'Safe House' operated by ex SIS Denis Rowley). 


Britanova News Agency(WW2) 


ANA Arab News Agency(Cairo 1950's) 


DCS(Diversified Corporate Services) - (Set up 1969-70 by SIS Officers John Farmer & John Pilkington. 
MD was Templers adc Col Alan Pemberton, directors included Maj Freddy Mace (Intell Corps covert 
entry specialist), Col Peter Goss(Head NI Army Intell/CLOCKWORK ORANGE ops and JIC member) and 
Ferguson Dempster (Mexico -DCS 1969). Covert ops for City Institutions and SIS. Offices in Rome and 
probably the USA. May have been a front for CIA as well as MI6.) 


Strategic Profile International-SPI. Carlton Terrace Gardens (1990's - believed to be an SIS front) 


Hakluyt & Company/Hakluyt Foundation. Established 1995 by Sir Fitzroy Maclean to channel MI6 
commercial intelligence to major companies and to receive information from corporate sources. Set 
up by Christopher James(ex SIS) and Mike Reynolds(ex SIS), directors included Sir Brian Cubbon(ex 
Home Office); Lord Laing(Conservative Party Treasurer); Earl Jellicoe; Sir Peter Cazalet(P & O and BP) 
and Sir Peter Holmes(Shell Oil) 


Facilities regularly used by SIS include; 


Special Forces Club. 8 Herbert Street, Knightsbridge. 


SIS Current facilities include; 


3 Carlton Gardens, London SW1Y 5AA.Front office since 1950's and Top Secret Y Section after 1945 
for some years. 


Fort Monkton near Gosport. Specialist Training Centre for Covert Operations at an old Napoleonic 
fort on the south coast in Hampshire. 1946 under D of T & D and from 1956 when it passed to FCO 
control as 'No-1 Military Training Establishment', off Gosport-Stokes Bay. (Peter Follis of SOE was 
selected to provide SIS with a Special Training School in 1946 at Fort Monkton, following the 
disbanding of SOE itself. Army Intelligence Corps base at Ashford in Kent also used for SIS training , 
now moved to Chicksands) 


SIS Communications facilities include; 


Hanslope Park, Buckinghamshire MK19 7BH. 01908 510444. SIS 1938. Technical Security 
Department(TSD). SIS Communications centre at FCO HMGCC. 


Peel Circus, Hudswell, Wiltshire, near the former RAF Rudloe Manor at Corsham - underground 
facilities available in the Hudswell Quarry complex linked to the NSG-Nuclear Emergency 
Bunker).The joint FCO-SIS Complex moved from Poundon-Buckinghamshire (DWS & SIS, high- 
security site, but environmental changes made future operations difficult!) 


Montreathmont Moor — just South of Brechin. SIS/GCHQ Clandestine communications (and a similar 
site at Laurencekirk, Smile NE of Brechin - stay behind networks). (BT MW Link from EAST LOMAND 
to CRAIGOWL, part of same chain to MORMOND HILL) 


Other covert Communications sites include Barford St Johns (Oxfordshire-Numbers Station -joint 
CIA) and very probably privately owned sites such as the SERCO-run RN Inskip facility (near Preston) 
and of course the BNFL site at Capenhurst (Cheshire). 


Ayios Nikalaos - Cyprus. CSO/9th RSR Monitoring and Intelligence Communications Base Site of 'E3 
Lincolnshire Poacher' Transmissions to covert SIS and SAS operations and agents in the Middle East, 
particularly pre 2003 Iraq and increasingly over the last 25 years, Iran. 


Guam. Joint CIA/SIS Communications facility, Site for 'E3A Cherry Ripe' Agent Transmissions to 
Communist China and North Korea in particular. 


Kowandi, near Darwin had been an important SIS-ASIS Communications link since 1973. A DFA Radio 
Station as well by 1997 


Directors or Chiefs of the Secret Intelligence Service 


Captain Sir Mansfield Smith Cumming 1909-1923 


Admiral Sir Hugh 'Quex' Sinclair 1923-1939 


Maj General Sir Stewart Menzies 1939-1952 


Maj General Sir John Sinclair 1952-1956 


Sir Dick White 1956-1968 


Sir John Rennie 1968-1973 


Sir Maurice Oldfield 1973-1978 


Sir Arthur ‘Dickie’ Franks 1978-1981 


Sir Colin Figures 1981-1985 


Sir Christopher Curwen 1985-1989 


Sir Colin McColl 1989-1994 


Sir David Spedding 1994-1999 


Richard Dearlove 1999- 


The Director of Operations (The Director of Requirements & Production-DRP) is known as The 
Director and is effectively the DCSS. An ‘official’ deputy is usually only appointed in the year before 
the current CSS retires and is considered to be the ‘heir apparent’ (the CSS own choice in fact).. 


The Director of Counter-Intelligence & Security-DCIS is effectively third in the chain of command. 


CIA Liaison with SIS 


A large Staff of over 70 with a Head of Station operates out of a wing of the third Floor of the US 
Embassy at 24-31 Grosvenor Square in Mayfair. It is organized into at least six sections; 


A) Political Liaison Section (c/n for SIS Liaison, established 1947) 


B) Area Telecommunications Office (around 12 Staff) 


C) JRRU Joint Research & Reports Unit (up to 30 Staff based in Room-388, works closely with the JIC 
in the Cabinet Office). 


D) FBIS (which works closely with the BBC Monitoring Service at Caversham Park) 


E) Counter-Terrorism (Liaison section from the CTC at Langley) 


F) SUSLO - Office of the Senior US Liaison Officer (Room-452, on fourth floor above main CIA Offices, 
NSA Liaison with GCHQ, includes some CIA Staff) 


The Station provides Representatives to numerous British Intelligence, Security and Defence 
Committees, including the Cabinet Office JIC (there are strong links between the SIS-NSC in 
Washington, as well as the CIA-JIC in London) . This is part of a very close ‘Special relationship’ which 
sees various US organizations including the FBI (Legal attaches —Liaison to MI5, MP-CT/SB and NCIS) 
and the DIA (DIALL, Defence Intelligence Agency Liaison London — to the DSI at the MOD) greatly 
influencing their British counterparts most sensitive activities. 


The CIA’s Covert Operations Office (codenamed LCPIPPIT) was originally based at 71 Grosvenor 
Street in 1947, rented from MI5 and situated above a furniture shop. Later it was in Upper Brook 
Street, Mayfair just round the corner from the Embassy during at least the 1970’s & 1980's. 


The US Visa Branch was used as cover for operating from 55/56 Upper Brook Street, W1A 2JB. 


RNARNNNANNNNANANNNNNANNNNANNNNNNNINNNNNNRNNNRNNNININNNINIINNNINNNANINNNNNNNNNNRNNONONS 


GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATIONS HEADQUARTERS - GCHQ 


Founded in its present form as a separate department of the FO in the reforms of 1946. 


Mission: To provide Government Departments and Military Commands with signals intelligence 
(SIGINT) in support of Her Majesty's Government's security, defence, foreign and economic policies. 
In addition to providing signals intelligence, GCHQ also provides advice and assistance to 
Government Departments and the Armed Forces on the security of their communications and 
information technology systems. This task is undertaken by the Communications Electronics Security 
Group of GCHQ, who work closely with their customers and industry, as well as with the Security 
Service, to ensure that official information in such systems is properly protected. 


Headquarters: GCHQ operates from two sites (Benhall and Oakley) on the outskirts Cheltenham. 


Admin. HQ has been at Oakley, Priors Road, Gloucestershire GL52 5AJ since 1952. 01242 221491 


The new HQ will be on the Benhall site by 2003. (Microwave Network Link at BREDON HILL) 


Personnel: 6500 split between the two sites. 


GC & CS Government Code & Cipher School was formed on October 24th 1919 and was fully 
operational by November 1st. It merged the Naval Intelligence Department-25 (Room-40) and the 
War Offices MI-1B code-breaking services under the civil administration of the Admiralty at 
Watergate House. The British Army formed the Royal Corps of Signals on August 5th 1920 to 
maintain the so-called 'Army Chain’ via the Rhine Army Signals, Egypt Signals, No-2 Wireless Centre 
at Sarafand and through to Jubbulpore centre in India. At the same time the Admiralty maintained 
the most important elements of its wartime network, particularly those stations in the vital strategic 
centres of Singapore and Hong Kong. In April 1922 it what was to be the most significant event in 
British SIGINT history, the Foreign Office took over responsibility for GC & CS and placed it under the 
operational control of SIS (MI6). 'C' became the Director of GC & CS, while the day to day control 
rested with the Deputy Director. The new headquarters were in a large private house situated on the 
corner of Queens Gate and Cromwell Road, which was destroyed by a V-I in August 1944. The 
Admiralty finally agreed to establish a Naval section within GC & CS in 1924. In an attempt to cope 
with the tiny budget the Government of the day allowed SIS, GC & CS was moved into the 3rd and 
Ath floors of the Broadway Buildings in 1925. 


Another important milestone was reached in 1928-29 when a 'Y' Committee was formed to co- 
ordinate the development and activities of the world-wide chain of British service radio interception 
bases, and in rapid succession the Army opened a section in 1930, while the Admiralty created NID-9 
to operate the intercept stations in 1932. In 1934 the Air Ministry followed suit with the Al-4 and 
indeed open its own section within GC & CS in 1936. By now, the clouds of war in Europe were clear 
to see and a dedicated German section was established in May 1938. During this period the head of 
SIS Admiral Sinclair had found an alternative wartime site for the code-breakers well away from 
London. It was widely believed that in the event of a war, the capital would quickly be devastated 


and such a vital intelligence resource as GC & CS could not be risked. Therefore on August Ist 1939 in 
anticipation of war being declared, the service sections of GC & CS were able to move into a new 
operational headquarters at Bletchley Park in the quiet Buckinghamshire town of Bletchley. The 
Diplomatic and Commercial sections followed on August 15th.. The new facilities were to provide an 
immense opportunity to expand and before many months had passed the ground would be covered 
in the famous ‘Huts’. Bletchley would be known by a variety of designations during the war, BP, 
Station X and even HMS Pembroke-V. The official cover name from September 1939 till 1942 was to 
be GCB or Government Communications Bureau. In 1939, MI5 formed the civilian RSS or Radio 
Security Service in 1939 (later taken over in 1941 by SIS) which would further increase the amount of 
intercepts flowing into Bletchley. In April 1940 the Commercial section returned to London. Soon GC 
& CS were to be faced with an internal revolt by many of the brilliant code-breakers and academics, 
which had swelled the staff at Bletchley to nearly 10,000. Frustrated at what appeared to be 
damaging, bureaucratic and unnecessary restrictions on the development of the ULTRA material 
derived from the Enigma intercepts, a group of the rebellious 'war service only' personnel went over 
the heads of their superiors contacted Churchill and explained the problems they believed were 
holding up the war effort. Churchill was to issue his famous ‘action this day' instruction and long 
overdue changes occurred at Bletchley, expansion, extra staff and more relaxed working conditions 
for staff under huge pressure. More fundamental was the acceptance that the senior management 
would have to change if the problems of breaking into the German U-Boat communications was to 
be solved before the convoy system broke down under the mounting losses. 


In January 1942, the joint Committee of Control made up of two SIS and two GC & CS officers was 
scrapped and GC & CS was split in two following the recommendations of a former Deputy Director 
of Military Intelligence. Diplomatic and Commercial sections would operate from 7-9 Berkeley Street 
in London under Denniston as Deputy Director ( C ), while the Service sections would remain at 
Bletchley under Edward Travis, previously Denniston's assistant, as Deputy Director (S ). The new 
structure, under the new cover name of GCHQ or Government Communications Headquarters, 
enabled a vast improvement in the service GC & CS was able to offer and an expansion that led to 
extra facilities for the new computers and extra staff, mainly Wrens needed to operate them. 
Country houses all over the area were to become outstations for the remainder of the war. New 
purpose built facilities followed at Canons Corner in Stanmore and Lime Grove in Eastcote in London. 
In anticipation of a new threat from Britain’s wartime ally, the Soviet Union appearing after the war, 
GC & CS embarked on a major re-organization in February 1945. Following the suggestions of Sir 
Findlater Stewart, RSS was finally to be fully absorbed and within a year GC & CS had gained its full 
independence from SIS and placed under the direct control of the Foreign Office, taking the wartime 
cover name of GCHQ or Government Communications Headquarters as its now official title 


As part of the new and vastly expanded capability to monitor the Soviet Union, the British and US 
intelligence communities created the UKUSA agreement Treaty in 1946 - together with Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand (later they were joined by West Germany, Denmark, Norway, Japan and 
South Korea) to co-ordinate SIGINT world-wide. GCHQ formed the Composite Signals Organization 
(CSO) to run its civilian network of intercept stations. Eventually the CSO would take over control of 
the various networks run by the armed forces, though not in some cases until the creation of the 
Ministry of Defence in 1963-64. In 1952 GCHQ moved its operations to Oakley in Cheltenham. As 


other sections include the Joint Technical Language Service and Communications Security were 
transferred to GCHQ it expanded to the Benhall site in Cheltenham as well. GCHQ has played a 
pivotal role in the British intelligence community and with the widescale introduction of Commercial 
and Intelligence satellites its importance has increased. There is little doubt that GCHQ played a 
leading part in the Cold War and in conflicts since, including the Gulf War, Kosovo and Afghanistan, 
indeed it probably produces more than 70% of all the intelligence gathered by the UK. 


The Intelligence Act 1994 placed GCHQ on a statutory basis along with SIS, but it also significantly 
widened its remit. Originally and ‘officially’ limited to foreign targets, it now has a role in ‘the 
prevention and detection of serious crime’ This, allied to a raft of new Anti-Terrorist legislation in the 
wake of 9-11 has given GCHQ huge new powers to monitor nationals (British citizens) as well as non- 
nationals (legal visitors as well as illegal migrants or suspected terrorists) within the UK. However 
this has also further highlighted the dominance of the United States NSA in the workings of GCHQ, as 
the Strategic Direction Summary bluntly points out; GCHQ’s contribution to the UKUSA Intelligence 
relationship must be of a nature and scale worthwhile to their partners (ie. the NSA). Probably as 
much as 80% of the SIGINT activities performed by GCHQ are joint operations with the NSA, such as 
the continued development of ‘Dictionary’ which automatically searches through the countless 
millions of intercepts for ’keys’ (words, numbers or other’ triggers’) which are regularly updated by 
the Intelligence Services, or directly on behalf of the NSA (ie US designated SIGINT operations). 


However it is probably true to say that without this ‘special relationship’ GCHQ would quickly cease 
to play an important role within the worldwide SIGINT alliance and be scaled down appropriately. 


GCHQ has operated SIGINT sites either as Composite Signals Organization Stations (CSOS) or as Royal 
Signals or RAF/RN Signals Stations in: 


West Germany (Gatow-Berlin (RAF); Birgelen (13th RS); Jever (13th RS); Teufelsberg (13th RS and 26 
SU RAF); Schafoldenorf (RAF 291 SU); Celle (RAF 225 SU); Dannenberg (RAF 226 SU) and Gorleben- 
Hanberg) 


Gibraltar (RAF 351 WU, later CSOS) 


Malta (Sigli-closed and Buskett Gardens nr Dingli (SCU-4) closed) 


Cyprus (Pergamos RAF 33 SU at Episkopi and Mount Olympus-OTH) 


Turkey (Sinop-joint US INSCOM) 


Aden (RAF Khormaksar & 15th RS Regt - closed 1967) 


Bahrain (RAF base) 


Oman (Masirah Island-joint NSA(NOSIS); Jebal Harim-Straits of Hormuz, and Beirham on Saudi- 
Yemen border) 


Iran (Marshad - near Soviet border, closed by 1979) 


Botswana (Francistown), 


South Africa (Silvermine-10km N Cape Town 1966. Vastly expanded with NSA and GCHQ help from 
1973. Britain ‘officially’ closed its SLO at Silvermine in 1977, but continued to receive an input from 
project ADVOCAAT which allowed the South Africans to monitor air and sea movements within a 


5000km radius) 


Diego Garcia (joint NSA) 


Mauritius (Curepipe closed 1945, HMS Mauritius, Vacoas. 1967- 1976) 


India (Abbottabad-NW Frontier; Cherat; Bangalore 1943-44; Ranchi;WEC(cover for Indian Central 
Bureau) Anand Parbat nr Delhi; 


Singapore (FECB Sembawang August 1939-42. Yio Chu Kang 1946-49; Chai Keng CK2 1949 -1971 and 
Kranji KR2 1971- Feb 1974) 


Hong Kong (Stonecutters Island FECB 1935-39; Tai Po Sai (1945, closed 1951); Little Sai Wan (joint 
DSD 1951-1982); Tai Mo Shan (joint DSD interception site in NT) and Chung Hom Kok -joint DSD 
1982-closed 1995 ) 


Okinawa. (CSOS liaison with NSA at Sukiran, later moved to Guam) 


Sri Lanka (FECB 1942 as HMS Anderson moved to HMS Highflyer at Perkar, neat Trincomalee in 1954, 
closed 1967) 


St Helena (Piccolo Hill, closed pre-1980) 


Bermuda (Daniels Head) 


Belize (British Honduras JSSU 1972-1994) 


Australia (Coonawarra, Darwin -evacuated Dec 1974 after Cyclone Tracy. Shoal Bay, the new base is 
32km south on Stuart Highway replaced both Coonawarra and Singapore stations (7th RA Signals 
Regt/RAN SU). The DSD Geralton replaced joint GCHQ-DSD Hong Kong 1995) 


British Missions (Cairo, Accra, Nairobi, Lilongwe, Freetown, Lusaka among others) 


It maintained Liaison sections at important US Stations in the UK such as 


RAF Menwith Hill, nr Harrogate (operational by 1960, NSA control from 1966 as Station F83. Largest 
US SIGINT facility in the world. Microwave Network Link at HUNTERS STONE); 


RAF Croughton, nr Banbury (Important US Intelligence facility.1952 DSCS Terminal, USAF/CIA/Dip- 
SIGSEC HQ. A new secure communications link was built in early 1980’s between Croughton and 
Cheltenham with new relay stations built at Leafield, near Stratford upon Avon; Little Rissington; 
Cleeve Hill, near Cheltenham and GCHQ itself); 


RAF Barford St Johns (CIA/Dip Transmitter site for RAF Croughton. CIA Agent transmissions 'E5', as 
part of an international network based on USN Palermo and Syracuse ('M23’) in Sicily, Trondheim in 
Norway ('M52'), USN Pensacola (Fla), Guam ('E5') and Langan ('E5' & 'E23') ,»near Walldorf, Frankfurt 
IAP. ‘Mystic Star’ Presidential Communications Network); 


Hillingdon, RAF Uxbridge. AUTOVON Switching Centre. Underground Bunker 


RAF Oakhanger, near Borden, Hants. USAF/NRO-National Reconnaissance Office (Satellite Control 
Facility) liaises with JARIC at Chicksands. USN DSCS. Established 1967, part of US SCF network from 
1975 


RAF Mildenhall, Bury St Edmunds (LOCE Linked Operational Intelligence Centers Europe. Top Secret 
US facility. SATCOM/Intell, Agent control 'XF Fader Transmissions'. USAF SIGINT 488th Sqdn - 
RC135A. ‘Giant Talk’ Strategic Air Command Radio Link 1980’s) 


RAF Molesworth, near Huntingdon, Cambs. (USEUCOM - Joint Analysis Center (JAC) - Joint 
Intelligence Center- Supports all US Combat activity in Europe and probably the Middle East) 


USN Forres, just West of Thurso. USN VLF, part of MEECN (Minimum Essential Emergency 
Communications Network in 1980’s 


USN West Murkle, just east of Thurso. Important Communications HF and LF site. DSCS joint with 
RAF/CSO 


Mormond Hill, near Fraserburgh, NE Scotland (major NATO/US North Atlantic relay Communications 
site) and Ground entry point for EC135 ACCA. 


Abroad at 


NSA HQ Fort Meade, 


Victoria Barracks DSD HQ in Melbourne 


The joint GCHQ-DSD base at Geraldton in Australia which replaced the station in Hong Kong; 


and with bases in Canada (CSE) and New Zealand (GCSB). 


RAF Edzell, just north of Brechin (Established 1960, CLASSIC WIZARD. NSA/USN SG closed) 


RAF Chicksands, Bedfordshire (1948, developed from 1950 as one of three main USAF, later NSA 
Strategic Interception Sites in Europe [with San Vito dei Normanni, near Brindisi in Italy and 
Karamursel near Istanbul in Turkey. Pirmasens in Southern Bavaria, West Germany added later]. In 
1956 became one of ten NSA CCRC. USAF 6950th USAFSS, later ESC. Home to a Flare-9 ‘Elephants 
Cage’ and the secure Building-600 Control Centre. Closed 1994. By 1996 home for UK DISC); 


RAF Kirknewton, nr Edinburgh (NSA/USAF/USN 6952nd ESC from 1952 — Supervised ‘Hot Line’ link 
between Moscow and Washington. SIGINT closed September 1966, closed same day as NSA took 
over Menwith Hill) 


RAF Brawdy, nr Haverfordwest (USN NAVFAC from 1973. Largest underwater monitoring station in 
OSIS. Part of Project Caesar (Began 1954 in USA), closed 1994. NSG SOSUS TSC. Caesar SDC-2 1978. 
Buried along Welsh coastline of St Brides Bay and hundreds of miles out into the Atlantic were 
cables connecting the rows of underwater listening hydrophones and sensors to the Computer and 
Analysis facilities at Brawdy. [Linked to similar stations at Keflavik and Hofn in Iceland]. The cables 
had been laid largely by Mini-Submarines including the Pisces 111 which was famously ‘trapped’ on 
the seabed off Ireland for a few days in 1973) 


Clooney Park, Londonderry (USN, closed 1970's, transferred to UK 14th Royal Signals for CSO) 


Listening sites in Britain have at one time or another included 


Blakehall in Wiltshire (HF R & D closed 1988); 


Wincombe-Shaftesbury, Dorset (1942, closed 1977); 


Fort Bridgewood, Chatham (1933, closed 1940); 


Beaumanor, Woodhouse nr Quorn, Laics (replaced Fort Bridgewoods in 1940); 


Shenley Church End-Buckinghamshire (CDAA. closed 1996); 


Hawklaw-Cupar, Fife (closed 1988); 


Bower , Bowermadden, nr Wick (closed 1970's-may still be SABRE-HAARP, ‘auroral research'?); 


Brora , NE Scotland (closed 1984) in Scotland; 


Cheadle in Staffordshire (RAF 62 WU, later 361 WU, 1937-closed 1996); 


Flowerdown nr Winchester, Hampshire (closed 1977); 


Island Hill-Comber, Ulster (closed 1977-78) 


Gilnahirk, 314 (342) Gilnahirk Road, East Belfast, Ulster (‘officially’ closed 1978. Acquired by GCHQ 
1947, GPO DF 1939, RSS & SCU3 WW2); 


Divis Mountain, Belfast. (14th Regt RSC. Communications interceptions. MW Transmissions) 


Clooney Park, Londonderry (14th Regt RSC. Communications interceptions. MW Transmissions, 
former USN Base) 


Culmhead, Taunton,Somerset (took over FORDE program. closed for SIGINT 1990's. CTS 1985, largely 
rebuilt in 1990's); 


Goonhavern in Cornwall (Trans-Atlantic cables exit at nearby Perranporth. by 1964, closed 1970) 


St. Anne's Mansions, Petty France, London SW1. Major London GCHQ Station 1942-45. Direct link to 
SIS for RED intercepts. 


Central Training School moved in 1985 from Bletchley Park to Culmhead. 


Capenhurst - Cheshire 1989-1998 (150ft concrete tower built on the BNFL secure site to intercept 
Irish Communications traffic between BT MW Towers at Holyhead in Angelsey and Sutton Common- 
Macclesfield. 7 floors of monitoring equipment and 3 floors of ‘glassed in' aerials. Staffed 24 hours a 
day by RAF Special Signals personnel from RRE at Malvern. Cover as MOD ETF - Electronic Test 
Facility. Closed when Irish changed to a different system/route). 


FORDE (Foreign Office Research & Development Establishment) Ivy Farm, Knockholt Pound, Kent 
(1942- FISH Morse interception-later moved to CSOS Culmhead in 1952-53) 


Cornwall House, Stamford Street, London SE1. 4th & 5th floors used for 3 month GPO Y/CSOS 
Training courses, before additional training at Bletchley(1940’s-1950’s). 


Service SIGINT sites 


Garrats Hay, Loughborough, Leicestershire. Army SIGINT (224 SU). WOYG Fort Bridgewoods at 
Chatham, ‘bombed out’ 1940, temporary move to RAF Chicksands as SYG, then to permanent new 
base at Beaumanor. Moved to Garats Hay after WW2 as Intelligence & Security (UK), since 1996 at 
DISC Chicksands. 


RAF Wyton, nr Huntingdon; 


RAF Oakhanger, Borden, Hants (SATCOM, joint with USAF/CIA) 


Royal Signals 


The Corps was created on the 5th August 1920, operating SIGINT sites at Sarafand/Zrifin, nr Tel Aviv, 
a major GC & CS 'mirror site’ in Palestine, Museum-Heliopolis (Middle East Central Bureau) in Egypt 
closed July 1944, RAF Habbaniya in Iraq and both Cherat & Jubbulpore in India among others)) 
provided two units, the 9th Regiment in Cyprus and the 13th Regiment (formerly the wartime 2nd 
Special Wireless Regiment) in Germany, for use by GCHQ for most of the Cold War, manning 
numerous SIGINT sites. However in March 1995 the 13th Regiment was finally disbanded with only a 
few specialist staff transferring to RAF Digby or to GCHQ. 14th Signal Regiment (EW) formed in 
Germany mid 1970's , possibly at Gorleban, moved in the 1990's to former US base at Brawdy which 
had been closed in 1994. 


A historical review of the Signals Intelligence Services main establishments would run to many pages, 
so it will be sufficient to list it major secret interceptions bases only, these would include it 
headquarters at; 


15 Watergate House, York Buildings Adelphi, London WC2. 1919 Nov -1922 April 


Queens Gate, South Kensington, London SW7 (Room-14 FO) 1922-1926 


Broadway Buildings, 54 The Broadway, London SW1. SIS Headquarters (5th and 6th Floors), June 
1926-1940 


Bletchley Park, Buckinghamshire(and a vast range of additional wartime facilities both in the area 
and in London, as Room-47 FO, Station X, BP and other cover names including that on the gates; GCB 
or Government Communications Bureau) 1940-1945. Central Training Establishment for CSO until 
1985. Last aerials removed 1987. Cover as PO/BT Site. 


Eastcote, Lime Grove, London (with additional facilities at the former Free Polish Station at 
Stanmore-Canons Corner 1943) 1945-1952 (official final move Ist March 1948. (Also used as USN 
Office Complex during the Cold War) 


Cheltenham, Gloucestershire (Benhall Park and Oakley) 1952- 


Benhall is now the home of a massive new bagel-shaped complex, the size of Wembley stadium. 
Construction began in 1998 and the intention is to ensure the centre's readiness for the hi-tech 
national security and intelligence-gathering challenges of the 21st century. It will have one of the 
largest and most sophisticated computer systems in the world. 


In 2003 the Composite Signals Organization operate SIGINT sites at: 


Irton Moor, just West of Falsgrave, off the A170, near Scarborough in Yorkshire, (Wartime HMS 
Paragon, largely rebuilt 1990's) 


Morwenstow near Bude in Cornwall (opened in 1970. Microwave Network Link at TRESKINNICK 
CROSS ) and 


Ayios Nikaloas in Cyprus (opened in 1949- the 9th RS moved to Cyprus from Palestine in 1947) 


Two Boats on Ascension Island (since 1966 - joint NSA. Important SIGINT site). 


Falkland Islands (Joint Services Signals Unit - JSSU maintain a small SIGINT site 1982-) 


Embassy Sites (Prague, Budapest, Warsaw, Istanbul and Moscow) 


RAF Boddington, Glos (4 Communications Unit-military support for GCHQ) 


RAF Digby, just West of Ashby de la Launde in Lincolnshire. Signals Unit 591 monitors Service (& 
Civilian) mobile phones with a special dispensation from the DTI. Part of a specialized 'Defensive 
monitoring’ capability. Co-operates closely with GCHQ in surveillance operations with fixed facilities 
and a fleet of monitoring vehicles. Signal Unit-322 specializes in HF SIGINT. Signal Unit-339. 


US INSCOM 6950th ESG 


RAF Wyton in Huntingdon; SIGINT/EW Squadrons No-51 and No-162 


(CSO Traffic Handlers have also operated interception centres at the Shonecliffe, Redbrae and 
Chilwell Military Bases) 


In addition to a number of jointly run stations throughout Britain and the world, mainly with the 
British Armed Forces, the NSA and the Australian DSD. 


The London stations include 


2-8 Palmer Street, SW1 (GCHQ London Station. Known as UKC1000, it targets ILCC networks with an 
emphasis on business telex, fax and e-mails. GCHQ's Commercial & Financial Intelligence Centre. 4th 


Floor is the ‘intercept room'.). Diplomatic Intercept Centre moved here from 7-9 Berkeley Street 
(‘above Peggy Carter’s Hat Shop’) after WW2. 


Empress State Building (Several floors) in Earls Court, London SW5. CSOS on upper floors. 


Monitors London Embassy/Diplomatic Traffic as part of its remit. 


Queen Elizabeth 11 Conference Centre, Broad Sanctuary, London SW1P 3EE. Tel: 020 7222 5000 


Built on the site of 4 Central Buildings, Matthew Parker Street, and extended over the WW2 
underground shelter in Broad Sanctuary. 


The bunker now houses the exchange for the House of Commons etc, and various other important 
Government departments (possibly including the Intelligence and Security services, as well as a 
highly sophisticated communications monitoring centre run by GCHQ Staff for both SIS, the FCO and 
MIS. Intercepts the communications and bug's the conversations of the delegations to the many 
International Conferences regularly held there, as well as British MP's and others involved in 
political, diplomatic or intelligence activities. 


Directors of GC & CS (the head of GC & CS was the Deputy Director, as the head of SIS was the 
official Director) 


Alaistair Denniston 1921 -1942 


Alaistair Denniston Dep Director ( C ) 1942-44 


Sir Edward Travis Dep Director ( S ) 1942-1944 


Sir Edward Travis 1944-1946 


Directors of GCHQ 


Sir Edward Travis 1946-1952 


Sir Eric Jones 1952 Dec-1960 


Sir Clive Loehnis 1960 Dec-1965 


Sir Leonard Hooper 1965 Dec-1973 


Sir Arthur Bonsall 1973 Dec-1978 


Sir Brian Tovey 1978 Dec-1983 


Sir Peter Marychurch 1983-1989 


Sir John Adye 1989 Dec-1996 


Sir David Omand 1996-1997 Dec 


Sir Kevin Tebbit 1998 Jan-July 


Sir Francis Richards 1998 July-2003 


David Pepper 2003 April- 


DO Director of Organization is the effect Deputy Director of GCHQ. 


NSA SUSLO 


Established 1952. First based at 7 North Audley Street, later Flat 507 35 Bryanston Square. 


Main Offices; Room 452, US Embassy (on floor above CIA Station) and Cheltenham. 


Liaison Officers from ASA and Arlington Hall 1942-1952 


The present Structure of GCHQ main directorates: 
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